The modern methods employed in the investigation of the renal efficiency are directed towards an estimation of those substances which, if the blood plasma is to remain of constant chemical composition, must be excreted. In actual practice this means the non-protein nitrogenous substances (chiefly Urea) the chlorides and water.
Two other functions of the kidney, the maintenance of the normal osmotic pressure of the blood and of the normal The following sources of error should be observed :?
1.
The beans used should be capable of germination.
2.
The meal should be a fine powder ground in a powdermill and sifted on a wire sieve of fine mesh. In examining post-mortem material it must always be borne in mind that the secretory epithelium of the tubules autolyses rapidly, and some degree of desquamation ana swelling is often seen in normal kidneys post-mortem.
